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We are excited to present the 2022 Conservation Educator of the Year Award to Kristina Patterson, the 
Executive Director of Partners for Clean Streams (PCS). Over the years, Kris has been an outstanding partner 
of the Lucas SWCD and an integral part of the water conservation and stewardship efforts in northwest 
Ohio. She has been the Executive Director of PCS since shortly after its founding in 2007.  

Most recently, Kris partnered with the Lucas SWCD and the University of Toledo — Lake Erie Center on a 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Bay-Watershed Education and Training (B-WET) 
grant project to provide water quality education and training to local teachers. This project also includes 
hands-on field experience with students while cruising on the Sandpiper Boat. So far, 20 teachers and 124 
students have benefited from this project, which will wrap up in Summer 2023.

Through her work with PCS, Kris educates the public about water quality and what each individual can do to 
help towards clean and safe water for everyone. Programs like Clean Your Streams Day, Storm Drain 
Marking, and Get the Lead Out connect community members to our local waterways and inspire them to 
become stewards of the environment in their own lives. 

Kris has a Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Policy and Analysis from Bowling Green State University and a 
Masters in Environmental Science from Miami University of Ohio. She is also a member of the Rain Garden 
Initiative and facilitates the Maumee Area of Concern Advisory Committee (MAAC) which is a committee 
made up of representatives from various organizations, citizens, businesses, and non-government agencies 
to build long-term solutions to the area’s water quality issues by addressing Beneficial Use Impairments. 


